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1 . The reply brief filed October 3 1 , 2006 has been entered and considered. The application 
has been forwarded to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences for decision on the appeal. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vinh T. Luong whose telephone number is 571-272-7109. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on 571-272-6917. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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I hereby certify that the attached papers are being deposited with the United States Postal Service as -Express Mail Post 
Office to Addressee" Mailing Label No. EV804261578US addressed to: Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patents, Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on the date shown betow 



on October 



*)l , 2006. 

Susannah Fernandez J 
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Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patents 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

This is a Reply Brief pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 41.41 in response to the Examiner's 
Answer dated September 13, 2006. 

I. General 

This paper is in reply to the Examiner's Answer dated September 13, 2006. In that 
Answer, the Examiner stated his basis to support his anticipation rejections of the claims 
on appeal, claims 20-28. Claims 20-26, and 28/20 were rejected for anticipation under 35 
U.S.C. §102 based on U.S. Patent No. 2,1 18,540 to Van Arsdel, U.S. Patent No. 
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